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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON OPENS TWO MODERN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES,
WELCOMES MORE THAN 1,800 NEW STUDENTS AFTER RECORD APPLICATIONS
DAYTON, Ohio- There's no time-consuming guessing about whether to toss dirty clothes
in hot or cold water in the washers in Marianist Hall, the University of Dayton's newest residence
hall. Just press the appropriate button for "whites," "colors" or "bright colors."
That leaves students with more time for surfing the Web ore-mailing a professor. Even the
laundry room in the $21 million three-wing residence hall features wireless access to the Internet.
And since classes will be held in Marianist Hall, some students may literally be able to roll out of
bed and hit a class.
"We are living it! This is awesome," said Tricia Klonne, an education major from
Cincinnati, when she and roommate Emily Ryan toured their new home this week.
After receiving record applications for its first-year class, the University of Dayton will
welcome 1,828 new first-year students and open two residential facilities that administrators tout
as models for modern campus housing because they blur the line between living and learning.
On the outside, Marianist Hall looks like a traditional residence hall. On the inside, college
living quarters share space with technology-rich learning spaces, faculty and campus ministry
offices, a spacious two-story bookstore, post office, credit union, food emporium and a 60-seat
chapel. Every floor features living rooms, and there's even a dining room table for small groups of
students to enjoy dinner with professors. The four-story brick hall houses 400 first- and secondyear students in the center of campus on Founders Field. Nearly half of the 119 incoming students
enrolled in the Core Program - a sequence of coordinated courses that fulfills many of the
University's general education requirements and address the common theme of "Human Values in
a Pluralistic Culture" - will live in Marianist Hall. These students will be able to take some of
their classes in the same building where they live.
In the heart of the student neighborhood, ArtStreet, an imaginative $9 million housing and
arts complex, will provide housing for 56 juniors and seniors, both art and non-art majors.
ArtStreet is not a residence hall or an academic building. Project designers, unaware of anything
like it on a college campus in the country, liken its atmosphere to a European village street. The
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building includes six two-story townhouses and five loft apartments, sitting above performance
spaces and artist studios, the campus radio station and a recording studio. Work will begin soon
on an outdoor amphitheatre, and in late September a student-run cafe will offer freshly prepared
panini layered with meats and cheeses, soups, salads and bagel sandwiches.
Residents in ArtStreet are enrolled in a one-credit course, "The ArtStreet Experience," and
are expected to spend at least three hours a week involved in the arts. Programming in the
building might include poetry slams and collaborative performances with faculty.
"ArtStreet isn't about art with a capital A," said Melinda Simon, a visual artist serving as
interim director. "Art is a language, it's about problem-solving. It uses familiar materials and
combines them in unfamiliar ways. There's always an element of surprise and discovery. The key
idea here is that the definition of creativity is common to all fields, and ArtStreet's primary goal is
to help non-artists see this."
Marianist Hall and ArtStreet are part of a major plan to modernize student facilities on the
historic 154-year-old campus, one of the most residential in the country. In April, UD broke
ground on RecPlex, a modern $25.3 million fitness and recreation complex on Founders Field.
Thanks to an anonymous gift from an alumni couple, the outdated games room in the basement of
Kennedy Union has been transformed into The Hangar, complete with bowling, video games,
music, big-screen television and wired and wireless Internet access. Near the University of Dayton
Arena, construction continues to progress on the Time Warner Cable Stadium. A practice facility
to serve both the football and track and field teams was completed this summer. Across from the
baseball stadium, construction of a new softball field is under way.
Robert Johnson, vice president for enrollment, credits the new student amenities for part of
UD's surge in applications. "The new residence halls certainly help, but I believe our effort to
market the academic excellence of the University of Dayton also played a big part," he said.
That tone was set this summer when facu1ty and administrators required all incoming
students to read Eric Schlosser's New York Times' bestseller Fast Food Nation in preparation for the
author's talk at 3 p.m. on Monday, Aug:. 23, in the Frericks Center. These students will attend
their first lecture before the fall semester officially kicks off on Wednesday, Aug. 25. After
Schlosser's talk, students will break into nearly 100 faculty-led discussion groups to analyze the
book. Even the author will lead one group. Schlosser's talk is free and open to the public.
"We required the book with the intention of impressing on students they're going to be
engaged in an academic and intellectual environment from the very beginning," said Patricia
Johnson, associate dean for connected learning in the College of Arts and Sciences.
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